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on that occasion. Mansel, like a hrave and gallant
Englishman, defended the honour of the British
arms, and at the same time begged to know the
causes that led to the disaster. The French officer
replied, " I have seen a great deal of English soldiers,
and better and finer troops do not exist; with the
exception of your Engineers, whom I consider the
worst of any troops I have ever met with. It was to
them your defeat before Burgos was owing."

When Captain Mansel returned home, he was
invited by Lord Bute to pass some days with him,
and to meet the Duke of Wellington. The Duke
naturally asked the gallant Captain several questions
respecting the retreat, and said, " Clauzel is the best
general, perhaps, that the French have; I never,
during the period he commanded the French army,
caught him napping." Captain Mansel then re-
quested permission to relate what had occurred in
the tent of the commanding-officer of Engineers.
"By all means let us hear it," replied the Duke.
Captain M. then stated what the French officer had
said; when his Grace observed, "There is some
truth in what the Frenchman asserted; but it was
not entirely the fault of our Engineers. We were
almost destitute of siege-cannon at Burgos; we had
few tools, and many things requisite for a siege
were wanting. It is true that the officer who com-
manded the artillery in the rear was removed from
his post, but Captain Dixon, who succeeded him,
proved a good officer: a stoppage of communications
necessitated our retreat."

The great Duke was in this, as in most cases,
correct. Had he acted on Ms own responsibility,
the siege of Burgos would never have been at-y had been foiledghte
